TO   HIS   MISTRESS                       35

TO HIS MISTRESS FOR HER TRUE PICTURE

DEATH, my life's mistress, and the sovereign queen

Of all that ever breath'd, though yet unseen,

My heart doth love you best; but I confess,

Your picture I beheld, which doth express

No such eye-taking beauty; you seem lean,                      5

Unless you 're mended since.    Sure he did mean

No honour to you that did draw you so:

Therefore I think it false: besides, I know

The picture Nature drew (which sure 3s the best)

Doth figure you by sleep and sweetest rest:                    10

Sleep, nurse of our life, care's best reposer,

Nature's high'st rapture, and the vision-giver;

Sleep, which when it doth seize us, souls go play,

And make man equal as he was first day.

Yet some will say, Can pictures have more life                15

Than the original?    To end this strife,

Sweet mistress, come, and show yourself to me

In your true form, while then I think to see

Some beauty angelic that comes t' unlock

My body's prison, and from life unyoke                         20

My well-divorced soul, and set it free

To liberty eternal.    Thus you see

I find the painter's error, and protect

Your absent beauties ill-drawn by th' effect.

For grant it were your work, and not the grave's,           25

Draw love by madness then, tyrants by slaves,

Because they make men such.   Dear mistress, then,

If you would not be seen by owl-ey'd men,

Appear at noon i' th* air, with so much light

The sun may be a moon, the day a night;                      30

Clear to my soul, but dark'ning the weak sense

Of those the other world's Cimmeriens;

And in your fatal robe, embroidered

With star-characters, teaching me to read

The destiny of mortals, while your clear brow                35

Presents a majesty to instruct me how

To love or dread naught else.    May your bright hair,

Which are the threads of life, fair crown'd appear

With that your crown of immortality;

In your right hand the keys of Heaven be;                    40